Thank You 2007 Donors and Members! (cont.)

FHCWM Business Members:
Appraisal Associates, Inc.
Area Agency on Aging of Western Michigan
Bayberry Pointe Apartments

Blouw Appraisal Co.

Buehler Realty, Inc.

Catholic Social Services/Casa de la Paz
Charron & Hanisch, PLC

Community Action House

Eastown Properties

First United Methodist Church of Holland
Fishladder, Inc.

Genesis NonProfit Housing Corp.

Grand Rapids Community Foundation
Heartland Builders, LLC

Home Repair Services

Lola Audu Real Estate, Inc.

Modern Fire & Security Systems

Patriot Realty

The Salvation Army Booth Family Service

G8L 'ON HuLed
TN ‘sprdey puein
arvd
a3eisod ‘SN
‘310 1yo1d-uoN

FHCWM Corporate Members:
Brookmeadow Apartments, LLC
Byron Bank

Coopers Landing, LLC
Crossroads Apartments, LLC
Crown Pointe Apartments, LLC
Eastern Floral

Eastland Apartments, LLC
Elzinga Volkers

Fair Housing Center of Metro Detroit
Fieldstone Apartments, LLC
Goodrich Quality Theaters
Grand Haven Bank

High Pointe Apartments, LLC
John Hunting & Associates

Land & Company

Macatawa Bank

Main Street Savings Bank, FSB
Medema Consulting Associates LLC
Michigan Association of Realtors
North Pointe Apartments 2, LLC
Oakview Apartments, LLC
Parkcrest Apartments, LLC
Peppercorn, LLC

Prairie Creek Apartments, LLC

Red Oak Management Co., Inc.
SIBSCO, LLC

The W Group

Wimbledon Apartments, Ltd.
Woodfield Apartments, LLC
Yesterdog, Inc.

York Creek #2, LLC

Special Thanks to Our First Ever
FHCWM Supporting Members:
Marilyn Titche

Bob & Aleicia Woodrick

Thanks to all the generous
support received through-
out the year we were able
to fully utilize the Steelcase
Foundation Match Grant!

That amounted in an addi-

tional $8,000 for the Center

for a total of $18,052.12
raised in membership
dollars!
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Winter 2008

FAIR HOUSING

NEWS

Produced by the Fair Housing Center of West Michigan

—
Fair Housing Movement Marches On: 21st Annual Event m_—-_—:-_

Celebrates the 40th Anniversary of Fair Housing Act

——————

INTEGRATE AMERICA

THE FAIR HOUSING CENTER
PLANS ITS 21ST ANNUAL EVENT

APRIL 30, 2008

The Fair Housing Center of West
Michigan is pleased to announce that
Shanna Smith and Cat Cloud, of the
National Fair Housing Alliance, will be
the keynote speakers for the 21st
Annual Fair Housing Luncheon &
Workshop Series. Ms. Smith and Ms.
Cloud will speak about the progress the
fair housing movement has made as
well as the challenges ahead as the 40™
Anniversary of the Fair Housing Act is
celebrated in 2008.

The Event will y
take place of Z‘ﬂﬁZ‘
Wednesday, April 4T £ /
30, 2008 at the —

Crowne Plaza Hotel.

The Luncheon begins promptly at 12:00
noon (registration at 11:45 am). Please
note the change to Wednesday this year
instead of our traditional Thursday!
The theme for the event is “Fair
Housing Movement Marches On:
Honors Past, Plans Future.” Once
again, the Center is planning four
comprehensive and timely workshops
this year that connect fair housing with
various issues within our communities.
All four workshops run concurrently
from 8:45 am until 11:45 am.

The Center determined that local
senior citizens are at a heightened risk
for becoming victims of predatory
housing practices based upon their age,
disability status and national origin.
Therefore, the first workshop,

Seniors at Risk: Housing
Discrimination Limits Options for

Senior Citizens, will focus on recent
studies and reports released investigating
the impact of housing discrimination
upon the seniors in our communities as
well as information on local efforts to
raise awareness and prevent
discrimination.

Panelists include Kent C ounty
Mira Tanna of
the Equal
Housing
Opportunity Council of St. Louis, a
representative from the John Marshall
Law School of Chicago and the
FHCWM’s own Regina M. Davis. This
workshop is funded in part by the Kent
County Senior Millage.

The second workshop, Why Fair
Housing Matters: The High Costs of
Housing Discrimination, will continue
the dialogue begun last year, which
highlighted the devastating impact of
segregation and housing discrimination in
education, employment, health care and
transportation. Gregory Squires, of the
George Washington University
Department of Sociology, will share
information on the economic impact of
discrimination, including the foreclosure
crisis. Cat Cloud, Senior Vice President
of the National Fair Housing Alliance,
and Lee Nelson Weber of the Dyer-Ives
Foundation will also join the panel.

The third workshop, Causes &
Effects: Current Fair Housing Cases &
Implications for Our Community, will
share new information on local and
national fair housing cases as well as the
impact these cases and trends have on our
communities. Panelists include Steve
Dane, of the national civil rights law firm

Senior Millage

Relman & Dane, National Fair Housing
Alliance President and CEO Shanna

Smith, local attorney Fred Mackraz of The

Mackraz Law Office and a representative
from the Michigan Department of Civil
Rights.

The fourth workshop, Fair Housing
Best Practices: Applications for Housing
Industry Partners, is a brand new fair

housing training developed in partnership

with the Fair Housing Center of West
Michigan, the Michigan Association of
Realtors and the National Fair Housing

Alliance. National Fair Housing Alliance
Director of Investigations & Enforcement

Anne Houghtaling and Michigan
Association of Realtor’s Brian Westrin

will share key features of fair housing laws

and empower participants with an

understanding of fair housing law in order

to prevent violations.
Call (616) 451-2980 to register.

i Fair Housing Training Opportunities |

" Tester Trainings - The FHCWM will host |
, two tester trainings each month. Testers are *

| volunteers that play the role of a home-
« seeker and receive a stipend in return for

I their time and services. In order to accom-

* modate differing schedules, one training

I will take place during business hours while

i the other will be held in the evening. For

. the specific training dates, to register, or any |

I other questions contact Regina Davis at
* (616)451-2980.
Rental Trainings - The FHCWM has a

fair housing training for rental professionals |

. scheduled for Thursday, April 3rd from 1 to |
14 pm. For any questions or to register con-

- tact Liz Keegan at (616) 451-2980.

Our mission is to eliminate practices of housing discrimination and promote open, diverse communities through education and advocacy.



... FHCWM Notes & News. ..

2008 FAIR HOUSING AWARDS:
NOMINATIONS NEEDED

Thank you to all of

you who nominated

#
3 @
such worthy -
community members 1
in 2007. We really ‘
value your input! To community
impact

nominate an individual
or an organization for a 2008 Fair
Housing Award, please fill out the
enclosed form and return it to the Center
by March 24, 2008. Thank you!

LOCAL FAIR HOUSING NEWS

COMPLAINT # 07-088

The Fair Housing Center of West Michigan
received a complaint from a woman
alleging discrimination in the purchase of a
single family home based on age. The
complainant stated that she and her
husband, both young adults, were denied
the opportunity to purchase a home for
which she was originally approved. The
age discrimination manifested itself within
the underwriting process as the

o =
underwriter’s correspondence
with the lending agent referred
to the couple as “young” and
mentioned that he was “unsure
if they would be able to afford
it.” The complainant requested that the
FHCWM intervene, and through
investigation and enforcement the
complainant’s loan was approved.

COMPLAINT # 07-140

The Fair Housing Center of West Michigan
received a complaint from an 87 year old
gentleman alleging that he and his 92 year
old fiancée, also a resident in the
community, were refused the right to move
from their separate one bedroom apartments
into a two bedroom apartment together
because they were not married. Further, the
apartment community refused to save the
two bedroom apartment for the couple until
they were married but did offer to let one of
the two move out of their one bedroom into
the two bedroom until the two were married
when they could reside together. Because
the rent amount for the two bedroom
apartment was substantially more than for
the one bedroom, the communities
proposed solution not only violated the
couples right to cohabitate but also imposed

a substantial financial burden.. Despite
the fact that the couple incurred the
additional costs until they could be
married, they feel that the apartment
community is retaliating against them
for trying to assert their fair housing
rights. As such, this case has been
referred to the Michigan Department of
Civil Rights to investigate the claims of
marital status discrimination as well as
the alleged retaliation.

NATIONAL FAIR HOUSING NEWS

Baltimore- The city of Baltimore,
Maryland has sued Wells Fargo Bank,
charging that Wells Fargo intentionally
discriminated against Baltimore’s
minority communities by targeting
African-American neighborhoods for
high cost residential loans with unfair
and discriminatory terms.

Wells Fargo is one of the largest
mortgage lenders in Baltimore.
Baltimore’s lawsuit, brought under the
Fair Housing Act, alleges that Wells
Fargo’s foreclosure rate for loans in
African-American neighborhoods in
= Baltimore is almost double the

city average. According to the
city’s complaint, half of Wells
Fargo’s foreclosures from 2005
to 2006 were in census tracts that
were more than 80% African-
American and two-thirds were in census
tracts that were more than 60% African-
American. The city argues that the high
foreclosure rate in African-American
neighborhoods is the result of “a pattern
or practice of unfair, deceptive and
discriminatory lending practices in
Baltimore’s minority neighborhoods
that have the effect and purpose of
placing inexperienced and underserved
borrowers in loans they cannot afford.”

The complaint also alleges that
Wells Fargo’s actions have caused the
city numerous injuries, including a
decrease in property tax revenue; an
increase in the number of abandoned
and vacant homes; an increase in
criminal activity; and increased
expenditures for police and fire
protection and other services. The city
seeks declaratory and injunctive relief
and compensatory and punitive
damages. Wells Fargo denies the
allegations.

Thank You Mike Chielens
and Val Lawson!

The Fair Housing Center of West
Michigan would like to thank both
Mike Chielens and Valerie Lawson
for their service to the Center as they
step down from their positions on the
Board of Directors. Both individuals
have had an incredible impact on the
Center and the fair housing
movement in our community. Val
Lawson served on the Board over 8
years, and Mike Chielens has
dedicated an incredible 24 years to
his service on the Board. They will
both be greatly missed but we wish
them the best as they move forward.

Fair Housing Center
of West Michigan

20 Hall Street SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49507

(616) 451-2980 / 1-866-389-FAIR
(616) 451-2657 fax www.fhcwm.org

FHC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Doretha Ardoin, President
Coldwell Banker Schmidt
Tim Reimink, Vice President
Crowe Chizek

Valerie Best, Treasurer
Concrete Cutting & Breaking, Inc.
Sharon Smith, Secretary
Aquinas College

Michelle Behrenwald
Inspired Design

Dave Bulkowski

Disability Advocates

Ron Eberhardt
1-800-GOTJUNK

Ira Hart

Consumers Energy

Dan Koorndyk

State Farm Insurance

Hon. Benjamin Logan
61st District Court

Patrick Lonergan

Fifth Third Bank

Suzanne Schulz

City of Grand Rapids
Margaret Sieh

Community Activist

Dave Stellin

Republic Bank

Jim Wilson

Land & Company

Protected classes under law include race, color, national origin, religion, family status, marital status, gender, age and disability.

Thank You 2007 Donors and Members! &

Thank You Donors
from the November
19th Luncheon!

Sherry Agostinelli
Sharon Allen

Andree Appraisal

Andy & Mary Angelo
Bryan Augustine

Jim & Nancy Ayres
Betty Zylstra & David Baak
Marty & Melissa Balk
Chris & Janice Barbee
Dave Bee

Larry & Kay Behrenwald
Michelle Behrenwald
Louis Berra

Howard & Valerie Best
Michelle Bishop & William
Charles

Bert Bleke

Jon & Jane Blyth

Nancy Boese

Bonnie Brameijer
Brandow Creative Interiors &
Services

Brickwood Mortgage LLC
Jeanine Bryant

Scott Buhrer

Dave Bulkowski

Sharon Burtrum

Sherri Calcut

Patti Caudill

Rick Chapla

Chemical Bank

Mike Chielens

Patrick Cole

Bob & Ann Cooper

Phil & Jan Coray

Laurie & Crawford Craft
Nancy Crittenden
Andrea Crumback
Leslie Curry

Lisa DeFerrari

Eric DeLong

Jocelyn Dettloff

Ed Devries

Pam Doty-Nation

David B. Durham

DVK Construction
Elzinga Volkers

Ben Emdin

Equity Exchange LLC
Steve Faber

Ed Farnham

Wals ek
i .’ i .

Ferris State University
Kevin Foster & Associates
Judy Freeman

Gable Ventures

Cynthia Gladyness

Jorge Gonzalez

Great Lakes Capital Fund
Emily Green

Ira Hart

Kurt Hassberger

JoAnn Hatfield

George Heartwell

Mark Holbrook

Joe Hooker

John Hunting

Ellen James

Mary Judnich

Kurt Kimball

Julius Koenigsknecht
Douglas L. Kohlbeck
Sharon & Scott Koop
Mary Kuilema

Law Weathers & Richardson
Legal Aid Western Michigan
Mark & Paula Lewison
Rhonda Lubberts
Elizabeth & Jerry Lykins
Heidi Lyon

McShane & Bowie PLC
Mercantile Bank of Michigan
Michigan Association of
Realtors

Mika Meyers Beckett & Jones
Mitch Lyons

Edgar O. Marty

Janet Marty

Chris & Kelly Matthysse
David G. May

Paul & Michelle McCarthy
Mac McPherson

David Medema

Teresa Neal

Leonard Netti

Nokomis Foundation
Wayne Norlin

Sue Ortiz

Linda Patterson

Paul Potter

Tim & Lauri Reimink
Rhoades McKee

Armand Robinson
Deborah Russell

Bernard Schaefer

Stacy Schram-Priebe

Jay Schrimpf

Suzanne Schulz

Ingrid Scott-Weekley
Michelle Shangraw

Scott Smith

Sharon Smith

Steve & Ruth Stegeman
Kevin Stotts

Mary L. Sullivan

Gregory & Audrey Sundstrom
Peg Sylvester

Sherry Tedaldi

Robert Upton

Lori Vander Sloot

Lydia Vanderveen

Amy VanDyke

Elizabeth Vezino

F. William Voetberg

Pat Vredevoogd

Clare Wade

The Well Church

Herb & Ann Weller

Mary Alice & Mike Williams
Winter-Troutwine Associates
Gayla Jewell & Bob Zylstra

Thank You 2007
Members!

FHCWM Individual Members:
Thomas Appel

Peter & Glenna Armstrong
Glenn Barkan

Debra Barton

Dave Bee

Hattie Tinney Beenen

Michelle Behrenwald

The Benson Family

Louis Berra

Kristin VandenBerg & Donald
Bessey

Guy & Kim Bickford

Nancy Haynes & Bryan Bickford
Patrick Bowler

Grace Post & Jonathon Bradford
Bonnie Brameijer

Jim & Kitty Buck

David & Gwen Buday

Nancy Burke Smith

Hon. George & Mrs. Nancy Buth
Laurie Cirivello

Evelyn Columbus

Ann & Bob Cooper

Janeth & Phil Coray

Laurie & Crawford Craft

David Czurak

Joe T. Darden

Sandra & Gary Davis

Robert & Betty Jane Dean

Daryl Domke

Doug Donnell

Ron Eberhardt

Vernon & Johanna Ehlers
Thomas Fehsenfeld

Dale & Kathie Feldpausch
Dave & Marilyn Fernstrum
Larry & Joan Gardner
Mike & Pat Haines

Gail Harrison

Barbara Haynes

Carol Hennessy

Terri Land & Dan Hibma
Susan B. Hoekema

Preston Hopson

Becky Hosley

Paul Ippel

Elaine Sterrett & Paul Isley
Freddie L. Johnson

Bart Jonker

Liz Keegan

Ralph & Ruby Kickert
Nadine Klein

Douglas Kohlbeck

Larry & Jeanie Koops
Mark Kornelis

Robert & Linda Lalley
Brian & Valeri Lawson
Eric & Mary Libby
Elizabeth & Jerry Lykins
Marie Marfia

Lesley Mayer

Ali & Matt Meier

Danell & Michael Merren
Chris & Alison Meyer
William & Paula Murphy
Gordon Olson

H. Rhett & Jeralyn Pinsky
Lyn Raymond

Tim Reimink

Tony & Carolyn Roussey
Michael Schuler

Suzanne Schulz

Alberto Serrano

Margaret Sich

Sharon Smith

Ruth Stevens & Thomas Stellard
Richard & Mary Stevens
Kathleen Feeney & John Stuive
Jerome & Judith Subar
Denise Suerth

Jim Lawren Susan

Peggy Sylvester

Clinton Todd

Rudy & Nancy Van Donk
Lynn Heemstra & William Vanvugt
Lee Nelson Weber & Larry Weber
Hubert & Ann Weller
Mike & Mary Alice Williams
John & Mary Zinkand

Please visit our web site: www.fhcwm.org



